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describes them as losing the leadership of Greece in the
fourth century because they neglected the arts of diplomacy
and attended only to those of war. - In this there is an
element of truth. The Boiotian countryman was at a dis-
advantage in many respects as compared with the brilliant
Athenians. Certainly if all Greeks had been like the Boiotians,
Greek history would not possess its unique interest and
importance ; but the same might be said of practically all
the states of the Greek mainland except Athens ; and,
indeed, of the Doric and Aiolic peoples in general. To a
more sympathetic scrutiny of the little we know of them the
Theban character appears to have both consistency and
dignity.
At Thebes and Thespiai, in the open plain of Boiotia,
we might expect to find the blood of the Boiotian conquerors
predominant in the population, more than in out of the way
Orchomenos or Plataia ; and in fact the fair northern strain
in the mongrel population of Greece does seem to have been
strong in Thebes, as perhaps at Sparta.1 They formed a
virile and vigorous community with a strong grip on life.
At Thebes suicides were held in the deepest dishonour 2
(a vivid contrast to that strain in Greek thought which led
towards Stoicism) and infanticide—or rather, according to
Greek practice, the exposure of surplus children—was
forbidden. Infants that could not be reared had to be brought
to the magistrates, who sold them; and the buyers were
bound to bring them up, though they might have them as
slaves.3 Of their laws, Aristotle singles out as being unique
some which were called Laws of Adoption, " concerned with
the procreation of children, and aiming at preserving
the number of estates." 4 Unfortunately he does not tell
us how this end was to be compassed, nor what the Theban
1	Thebes, see Dikaiarchos (?), loc. cit,, § 19.   Cf. Alkman, frag. 1, 51 fl.,
101, on the Spartan beauty Agesichora.
2	Zenob. vi, 17, quoting Ariatotle (frag, 110, Mullet).
3	Aehan, V.H. ii, 7.
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